  Disciple or Christian, what is the difference and what are we?

Many people in the United States believe that they are a Christian. But it is very clear that they do not know really what a Christian is.

  Christian researcher George Barna has outlined what he deems to be his most significant findings for 2006.

Among these is his assessment that, although large majorities of the public claim to be "deeply spiritual" and say that their religious faith is "very important" in their life, only 15 percent of those who regularly attend a Christian church ranked their relationship with God as their top priority.

 (See the article for yourself at http://www.onenewsnow.com/2006/12/barna_yearend_assessment_notes.php)
Jesus called us to make disciples not Christians. 

Matt 28:19-20

19
"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

20
"teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. (NKJ)

 The word Christian means - Relating to or derived from Jesus or Jesus’ teachings. Manifesting the qualities or spirit of Jesus; Christ like. Being like Christ.
 You see a Christian in the original definition is one who is like Jesus. That was what Jesus meant when He said: 
John 14:12-14

12
"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.

13
"And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

14
"If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. (NKJ)

 The first time the word Christian was used it was an accusation from a non believer that Jesus’ disciples were being like Him. 

Acts 11:26

26
And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. (NKJ)

  They were also accused of turning there world upside down. Has anyone accused you of upsetting there world? If not you may not be like Jesus.
Acts 17:6

6
But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of the city, crying out, "These who have turned the world upside down have come here too. (NKJ)

 Following Jesus is a full time commitment. It starts with a life changing embrace from Jesus Himself, where you receive the love that He made available to you when He died for you on the cross.
 Then you have a decision, am I going to be a disciple? 

Disciple in the Greek the word carries several meanings.


1. mathetes "a learner" (from manthano, "to learn," from a root math--, indicating thought accompanied by endeavor), in contrast to didaskalos, "a teacher"; hence it denotes "one who follows one's teaching." Used of all who manifest that they are His "disciples" by abiding in His Word, <John 8:31>, cf. <13:35; 15:8>; (d) in the Acts, of those who believed upon Him and confessed Him, <6:1-2,7; 14:20,22,28; 15:10; 19:1>, etc.


A "disciple" was not only a pupil, but an adherent; hence they are spoken of as imitators of their teacher; cf. <John 8:31; 15:8>.

 To be a disciple you must be an imitator of your master. This is the way the eastern mindset works. You can not learn something by mere knowledge. You only learn by experiencing something.

 Jesus said, 
Matt 12:50

50
"For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother." (NKJ)

 He also told us that it is only if we abide in His word that we are His disciple.

John 8:31-32

31
Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.

32
"And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." (NKJ)

 That is because the only way we can be like Him is if we abide in Him. 
John 15:4-8

4
"Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.

5
"I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.

6
"If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.

7
"If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.

8
"By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. (NKJ)

 It is only when we learn to abide in Him that His desires become our desires and His will, which are His intentions toward us are known.

 One of the biggest problems that we face in embracing this reality is that we have always been taught to process things from our mind to our life. In others words we reason things out before we ever do them. This is contrary to Gods word and to life in the Spirit. Lets look at what Paul wrote in Romans chapter 8.
 Rom 8:5-6

5
For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.

6
For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

 To be spiritually minded, what does that mean? Let’s look at Paul’s definition.

Rom 12:1-2

1
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.

2
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. (NKJ)
 Wow, he tells us here that the transformation in our life happens as we RENEW our mind to God’s way of thinking. Then we will not only know, but PROVE the will of God. Don’t get confused by the word will, it simply means: God’s intentions, what does He intend and desire for you and for me.

 Let’s cut to the chase, He wants us to be LIKE Jesus. He wants us to let Jesus LIVE through us. That is a disciples’ only aspiration. Paul was one of the greatest disciples that ever lived. See what he said:
Phil 3:7-10

7
But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.

8
Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ
9
and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;

10
that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, (NKJ)

Gal 2:20-21

20
"I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

21
"I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain." (NKJ)

 Paul understood that Jesus wanted to live through him NOW. Today he wants to live through us. It doesn’t happen by some religious formula or ritual. It only happens as we embrace Him and worship and allow him to reveal Himself to us.

 This is the life of a disciple, learn then experience. Be challenged and obey, not because you understand, but because you know the one you have trusted.

 The process of the having God’s kingdom manifested on the earth starts with His word. According to Jesus it is the seed that produces His kingdom in us. Let’s look at what He said in Mark chapter 4.

Mark 4:20-25

20
"But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty and some a hundred."

21
And He said to them, "Is a lamp brought to be put under a basket or under a bed? Is it not to be set on a lampstand?

22
"For there is nothing hidden which will not be revealed, nor has anything been kept secret but that it should come to light.

23
"If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear."

24
Then He said to them, "Take heed what you hear. With the same measure you use, it will be measured to you; and to you who hear, more will be given.

25
"For whoever has, to him more will be given; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him." (NKJ)

 This is where it all starts. We must hear the word and accept it, not because we understand it. That comes later through revelation. God’s word can only be understood as we act on it, we obey it. Notice He said with the same measure you use, or do, it will be added to you. If you are hearer only and never act on the Word of God you will never understand the kingdom of God.

 Let’s look at this at the simplest level. How did you get saved? If you are, then it only happened one way. That was by believing that Jesus died for you. That you were a sinner in need of a Savior and that Jesus Christ was the son of God who lived, died and rose again. But this process only took place because you embraced a revelation that the Holy Spirit gave you. It wasn’t with your mind that you received salvation it was with your heart. You made a choice to believe something that your mind could not fully comprehend and when you acted on it the single greatest event of your life took place. You became a child of God, a citizen of the kingdom.
 Paul tells us how this takes place in this passage.

Rom 10:8-10

8
But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith which we preach):

9
that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

10
For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. (NKJ)

 It is just that simple, we believe with our HEART not our mind. The kingdom of God will only be released in your life as you continue this process, believe in your heart and then walk it out. This is the life of a disciple. Believe and then experience by His grace the reality.
 We can choose to be a disciple. That is the process that Jesus has called us to. We have to be accused of being a Christian (Like Christ). What are you?
 Choose today to follow Him and you will live a radical life that will fulfill your every desire and have eternal dividends. Invest in eternity. It will cost you everything but there is no comparison to what you will gain. Jesus.
